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I. Introduction—why be safe?

a. Team reasons:

i. Shows that we believe in the mission of FIRST
ii. Shows that we respect ourselves as a team

b. Personal reasons:

i. We emerge from the season with all limbs securely intact

ii. You’ll feel good knowing that you aren’t the cause of bodily harm to another individual

iii. Higher quality of life

I’m sure you are now wondering, “So how can I be safe?” That’s a GREAT question!

II. Safety at the build site

a. Construct only in designated “construction areas”. These will be marked off. 

i. While in “construction areas” use all necessary safety precautions. These include, but are not limited to:

1. SAFETY GOGGLES. ALWAYS ALWAYS ALWAYS required.

2. Gloves

3. Facemask

4. Long sleeved shirt/pants

5. NO LOOSE CLOTHING.

6. Hair securely tied back

7. Make sure you are alert when using tools

8. Close toed shoes

9. Making sure a mentor who is TRAINED in the tool you are using is present and supervising your work.

10. Keep all areas clean, but this goes double for the construction area. Make sure it is clean before you work, and make it even cleaner after you are done.

11. No horseplay in the construction area

ii. Don’t distract people in construction areas. 

iii. Don’t go in the construction area unless you need to be there

iv. KNOW THE SAFETY RULES FOR THE TOOLS YOU ARE USING.

b. Know where all first aid kits, fire extinguishers, etc are.

c. Rules for the tools

i. This year we have a number of power tools to use. With this great power comes great responsibility. YOU are responsible for the safety of yourself and your teammates. 

ii. Some general rules:

1. When using power tools, it is not wise to “talk with your hands”

2. Use the correct number of people to operate the machine

3. Keep all attention on your work

4. Plan your work before you use any power tools

5. Don’t leave a machine unattended

6. Turn off, and, if necessary, unplug the machine when done.

7. Adjust the machine with the power OFF.

8. Notify the safety captain if ANY injuries occur—OR were close to occurring.

9. Keep cords etc. out of the way.

10. Unless otherwise directed in instructions manual of machine, work away from yourself.

iii. Specifics

1. Glue gun (attachment A)

2. Craft knives(attachment B)

3. Drill press (attachment C)

4. Drill(attachment D)

5. Portable power tools-general(attachment E)

6. Lifting the robot

III. Safety in the pits

a. In general same as build site, but…

i. ALL AREAS OF THE PIT are construction zones

ii. AT MOST! 6 people in the pit at a time. You think that’s not so very many but those pits get crowded

iii. Put things away in their proper place!!

iv. Don’t go into the pit unless you need to be there… you can be scouting, making new friends, watching matches, cheering for our team… there is no reason to be in the pit unless you are part of the “pit team”

IV. Safety on the road

a. Keep up with the group. This means everywhere-airport, group outings, etc. NEVER WANDER OFF. 

b. Use the buddy system. One thing that may be implemented is a sign in/sign out book

c. At each competition we will plan a group “emergency strategy” and go over safety expectations

d. Get enough sleep to function well

e. You are all, whether anyone chooses to acknowledge it or not, basically adults. Act like one—use common sense! You have plenty of it!

f. On trips, every member will have a “safety card”. You must keep this with you at all times—on it will be your name, the name of the hotel at which we are staying, and cell phone numbers for chaperones/mentors

Have fun, and be safe!

Team Safety Day








