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The 2007 robot finally got it’s first test in competition at the New Jersey
Regional held March 1st to 3rd at the Sovereign Bank Arena in Trenton, NJ.  A
total of 59 teams traveled from as far away as Hawaii for this week one of
regional competition.

Team 237 was fast and scored well right out of the box.  Our first match of
qualifications produced an incredibly high score of 236.  Only one other match
that day scored more points.  This proved that the team was a serious threat
at the competition.  The result was that the robot was double teamed for the
remainder of the qualification matches.

The design was for a very fast and nimble robot that could score and run.  We
had sacrificated some weight and pushing power for speed.  The team came
prepared with additional motors and transmissions to increase the muscle
power in case this happened.  On Friday afternoon, the additional motors
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were installed.  They gave us  the pushing power we needed.  The team fin-
ished with a 4 win and 3 loss record and a ranking of 20th.  We were selected
by the second seeded team to be play in the finals.  The alliance lost in the
quaterfinals.

The team won it first technical award of the season, the Delphi “Driving To-
morrows Technology Award” for the design of the tube handling claw.  We
were the only team that had designed a mechanism to manipulate the tube
once we were in possession of it.  It drew lots of attention from the judges
and the other teams.

The next competition starts on March 15th at the Connecticut Convention
Center in Hartford.  There will be good viewing of the team in action on Friday
from 9:30 to 4:30 and on Saturday from 9:30 to 3:00.

Please come and see why this is the most exciting and rewarding program
that is available to high school students.   It is truly the “Hardest Fun Ever”.


