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Panthrobotics 2015 – 2016 Chairman’s Award  

Woodlawn High School 

Woodlawn High School’s Panthrobotics, FIRST Team 3337, is establishing a legacy of inclusion and diversity 

in the fields of science, technology, engineering, arts, and mathematics (STEAM). We continue to raise the 

standard of Gracious Professionalism with our core values of family, commitment, outreach, and fun. Our quest 

is not easy, but through consistent effort, we continue to demonstrate that the dream of changing the world 

through innovation is a goal anyone can reach. 

 

The adventure of innovation begins with a well-trained group of mentors. Our mentors come from all 

backgrounds: prior FRC participants, engineering students at LSU, engineers from sponsoring companies, 

parents, and even grandparents who sacrifice their time to improve our ability to innovate. This year, we have 

even added industry specific mentors such as those who are helping us design our new web application or those 

who have helped improve our safety plan.   

 

As our mentors support us, we also provide a platform for their success.  Each of our teacher mentors have been 

selected for amazing accolades. Our team founder, was selected as an Einstein Fellow with the National Science 

Foundation, and our physics mentor was selected as our school’s 2015 Teacher of the Year. Our college 

mentors have found success both in the university setting and after graduation gaining STEAM careers as far 

away as California. Our coach has also received a number of accolades: being chosen as the 2015 teacher of the 

year for our parish, the 2015 Volunteer of the Year for the Bayou Regional, and the FIRST Senior Mentor of our 

state.  
 

The quest of changing our culture first begins in the hearts of our new members. Our first year members act as 

guides during eighth grade days, referees at the Louisiana State FLL Championship, volunteers at our off-

season FRC, FTC, and FLL events, and even take the lead in creating resources for the FIRST community.  The 

paths our members travel bring them to places of great success. Our veteran members are consistently 

recognized for their academic prowess and as supporters of the FIRST community. Members have been honored 

with the Bayou Regional Dean’s List award for the last two years, have received scholarships to colleges in and 

outside of Louisiana, and two have even been nominated as district Student of the Year finalists. Our students 

organize outreach events, train newer members, and are international ambassadors to rookie teams both at home 

and abroad.  

 

After they graduate, our members are sent into the world ready to promote the mission of FIRST. Eighty two 

percent of our alumni take a path from high school into university or military programs. Others graduate into a 

career in industry, using the knowledge they have learned to gain certifications. Those who are serving in the 

military are part of advanced fields such as the Navy’s Nuclear Engineering Program or Advanced Computing 

Program. Others pursue degrees in engineering, medical, or business fields at LSU, Louisiana Tech, Texas 

A&M, and Loyola University. Our alumni have been involved in internships in companies such as ExxonMobil, 

Intralox, Excel, and Rubicon while others continue to stay on the cutting edge, involving themselves in 

advanced research in areas such as nanoscale technology. When our alumni leave the university setting, these 

vanguards of progress continue to impress by working in areas as diverse as petroleum engineering and medical 

robotics.  
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Our Ambassador Program continues to inspire young adventurers. In this program, young students work with 

our team on this season’s robot as well as on their own projects and attend competitions with us. This year, we 

have two elementary and one middle school ambassador working and acquiring skills that will empower them 

to both start and lead new FLL and FTC teams. With an established heritage of growth, our team is able to 

pursue a path of change that reaches from our local community throughout the world as students earn over 3500 

hours of community service through our five outreach initiatives.  

 

Our Community Outreach Initiative was created to change our local culture. Through this initiative, we have 

inspired millions of people through demonstrations, media appearances, and community service events. We 

inspire thousands of inner-city elementary students towards STEAM careers through our yearly Impact Tours. 

We have also motivated adults and youth alike at community events such as the Louisiana Arts and Science 

Museum’s STEM Day, the Baton Rouge Fest-For-All, the New Orleans Children’s World Fair, and even at our 

local shopping mall, the Mall Of Louisiana. 

 

As part of our Community Outreach Initiative, we also maintain a strong presence in print, televised, and online 

media. In the past six years we have appeared on all three local news affiliates, in articles in the two largest state 

newspapers, and in stories in multiple magazine and corporate publications. Our focus on social media 

continues to grow our audience on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram and our YouTube viewership has reached 

to 25 different countries. This year, we also assisted the Bayou Regional and Entergy in creating a promotional 

video used to recruit and inspire new mentors.  

 

Through community service, we show that FIRST is more than robots. Our team volunteers annually at local 

Special Olympics events and has allied with our school’s Fellowship of Christian Students to build a freshwater 

well and send food for nations in Africa. This year, at the Red Stick Rumble, we supported a young girl 

suffering with leukemia through a fundraiser and blood-drive. We are also involved in a new outreach, the Lily 

Pad Project, where we are creating wooden seats to place on IV poles in children’s hospitals. These allow 

children without the strength to walk the ability to ride through the hospital on their own “lily pad”.  

 

Our Government Outreach Initiative has allowed us to journey through the halls of both state and local 

government. We have worked with the East Baton Rouge School System and the Foundation for EBR Schools 

to raise over $600,000 for creating Robotics programs in elementary, middle, and high schools across our area. 

These programs include classes as well as FTC and FLL Teams. We have also inspired our state superintendent 

and state board of education, the Mayor of Baton Rouge, and even the state agricultural secretary with the 

possibilities that FIRST provides.  

 

This year, we increased our involvement in developing educational resources for the entire globe. We were 

asked to partner with Louisiana’s State Department of Education and the Baton Rouge Area Chamber of 

Commerce (BRAC) to direct and produce educational videos for a micro-enterprise certification. This 

certification is being piloted in multiple Louisiana parishes, other states such as Virginia, and even abroad in 

South Africa and will provide students with the ability to join the small-business community after they 

graduate.  

 

Our Business Outreach Initiative helps us to forge inroads into the private sector. Whether it is demonstrating at 

the annual Louisiana Technology Council (LTC) Governor’s Awards or partnering with one of FIRST’s 

Strategic Partners, Dow Chemical, our goal is to make the FIRST experience real for organizations who can 

provide mentors, capital, and vision for teams both locally and worldwide. This year, we were invited by Dow 

to be the Title Presenters at the Louisiana Dream Teachers Conference where we were able to speak to hundreds 

of teachers about all four FIRST programs. We used this opportunity to invite other FRC, FLL, and FTC teams 

to get involved, building our ties with both the educational community and with our sponsor.  
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Our Panthrobotics Inspire Initiative allows us to provide support for the entire FIRST community.  At our 

annual Red Stick Rumble off-season event, we host a FRC competition, FTC scrimmage, the largest FLL fast-

start in the state, and an expo on JFLL, showing over one thousand people that FIRST is a lifetime experience. 

This year we ran the largest FLL qualifier in the state and later the FTC League Championship. We also brought 

21 teams to our FIRST Robotics Kickoff Event and afterwards we were able to talk to five rookie teams about 

the FIRST build season experience in our What Now mini-conference. 

 

Our Inspire Initiative is also dedicated to mentoring other teams. This year we are mentoring six rookie teams 

including the first two all-girls teams within the state. One of our members has also accepted the role of our 

newly created Rookie Relations Representative. She is in charge of communicating with individual rookie team 

members and helping them learn the skills necessary to be successful.  

 

Our Global Outreach Initiative is our newest program and aims at expanding the impact we have throughout the 

world. Last year, we created a website, FRCPitCrew, which provided a searchable database of team knowledge. 

This year, we have transitioned this site into a new web application, Robo Depot. This app is being beta tested 

at the Bayou Regional and will be used to revolutionize the parts request system at each regional. Our goal is to 

provide teams with the ability to both request parts and advice as well as assist other teams using their cell-

phones instead of listening for announcements over speakers.  

 

Creating a world changing organization can only be done through consistent effort by partners, mentors, and 

students alike. Our team has grown far beyond its original borders. We have advanced the cause of FIRST from 

the halls of our school, through the trails of our local community and into the highways and byways that take us 

to the world stage.  We are, in many ways, messengers of a culture of creativity. Panthrobotics is carrying that 

message; that people should be defined by a commitment to innovation, a passion for invention, and focus on 

progress. Our mission will continue long into the future as we revolutionize our culture and change our world. 

 


